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INTRODUCTION

* |deas can be, and are often, lost Iin translation.

- What are we losing when we translate our thoughts in ASL before
writing them on paper in English?

* [t Is an unanswerable guestion, but an iImportant one.

» This textbook puts forward a complete and practical written system that
enables us to put ASL directly on the page.

* Why are the signed languages of our world, used and beloved by so
many, missing written systems!



BViiAl ARE | HE BENEFFESS

* An opportunity to develop a corpus

« Literature

« Academic papers

« All kinds of text

« A way to document every aspect of the language

« Fulfill the missing link between the first language and their second written language

« New ASL signers will be able to remember new signs and understand ASL syntax at ease



FUNDAMENTALS OF ASL WRITING

« Written ASL begins with the writer's point of the view

« ASL writing Is not a notational writing system

The functions of two modal languages il A5 SURHE AL
handshape digit
Sign Language: American | Vocal Language: English palm orientation locative orientation & diacritic
Digibet Alphabet movement movement line & endpoint
Digit Letter location locative mark
Spacabulary (spatial) Vocabulary (vocal) non-manual signals non-manual signal mark
Graph/Word Word indicator mark*

* The indicator mark 1s a grammatical element that
identifies pronouns, time, verbs, and pauses, as well
as role shifts and spatial reference.



AP | ER ONE: DIGISES




BOMINANT DIGIT: LEF T OR RIGESS

* As the writer; It Is up to you which dominant digit you prefer
to use.

» Consistency with your choice of dominant digit throughout

the text Is vital, which will allow for accurate interpretation

when 1t Is read.

* Also, this will help the reader to be able to truly visualize the
writer signing, making reading a text in ASL akin to a 3-D
experience.



FHUMB MARS

* [he thumb mark helps

establ

ish whether a digit Is

left or right.

* [he thumb marks on the

TWO C

igits shown In the

eXdam

dble are In different

positions, clearly illustrating

whether the signer/writer is a
left-handed or right-handed.
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Left-handed

Right-handed
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SANS THUMB MARK

A digit without a thumb
mark indicates a thumb
extending straight outward.




FRON | LOCATIVE MAKESS




BOE [ OCATIVE MARES




CHAPTER TWO: DIACRITIC MARKS

In most written languages, a diacritic mark above or below a
letter or symbol indicates a difference in pronunciation. In
written ASL, a diacritic mark represents the movement of the
digit, or the hand.

Hinge Flutter Rattle Bar (or edge)

Open Pull Half squar Double bars

- V B




BN GE DIACRITSS

The hinge diacritic is written as a half-arc
symbol, which represents two functions:

|. a sideways or back-and-forth digit motion.
The specific motion depends on the context
of the word in a sentence. The signs WHERE,
which has a sideways motion, and MUST,
which has a back-and-forth motion, both use
the hinge diacritic. This diacritic is placed at
the bottom of a digit, and

2. a halfway closure where one or two
fingers almost touch the thumb tip. Signs
that use this shape include EARTH
(dominant hand). This diacritic is placed at
the top, or finger tip region, of the digit.

WHERE NOD
b g
M\
N
FORCE MUST
M\ M\
EARTH NOTHING
L
‘ E
TR



RING DIACRITIC

MIX SOCIALIZE

1
:

e

ANIMAL HEAD CEILING FAN

}

The ring diacritic is a circular symbol that
represents three basic functions:

|. a rotating wrist-digit motion. Signs that use this
movement include CEILING FAN and WHEEL.
The ring diacritic I1s placed below, or In the wrist
region, of a digit,

2. a closure of two or three fingers touching the
thumb tip. Signs that use this shape include an
animal head with two ears or the handshape D. This
s placed at the top, or finger tip region, of the digrt,
and

3. a rotation of two digits simultaneously. This Is seen
in the signs SOCIALIZE and MIX.



U T ER DIACRETSS

The flutter diacritic
indicates the wiggling of
two or more fingers

S

imultaneously, but not

together. This diacritic is
placed at the top of the

digit, where the fingers are.

[t Is not necessary to write

t
f’
t

ne open diacritic with the
utter diacritic as It serves

ne same function to

indicate split fingers.

ESER COLOR
A AN

TYPING
AN ~ANAAA

iy,

FINGERSPELLING
~ANNAA

T

FLIRTING

U-U



UL DIACREE

The pull diacritic is used to
represent a pull direction of

Handshape N CAT
fingers away from the palm.The Vv ; —
signs are MONEY, HAIR PIN, CAT ‘ , ,
and handshape N. This diacritic Is b ¥ l
placed at the finger and thumb tip O

region of the digit.

MONEY HAIR PIN

<)



Al [ LE DIACRITS

The rattle diacritic indicates the
shaking of one or more fingers, or the

whole hand. The rattle diacritic is EE 3 s i
placed anywhere around the digit R )
depending on where the motion Is @
most visible.
TWO MORE NERVOUS REALLY? GREEN
7 f/ - 27 \\

& U0 .0



S EIN DIACRETIES

The open diacritic, as placed at the top of the digit, indicates fingers
split. The signs are handshape V, CLAWV, handshape F and CLIMB.

Handshape V CLAW Handshape F CLIMB
==

LU %O



BAR (OR EDGE) DIACRITIC

The bar diacritic represents two AN e

functions: <
|. Indicates one or more bent % U-

fingers at the upper finger joint.

The signs are SHOULD, POTATO by g
(dominant hand), BALL and

STARE. This diacritic is placed

across the upper part of the digit.

2. shows the orientation of the St s

hand, or digit, In a sign. See .
HALLWAY and PLANNING.




POUBLE BARS DIACKREFES

The double bars diacritic, as placed across the upper part of the digtt,

indicates one or more bent fingers at the lower finger joint. The signs are
EXPECT, FUNNY AIRPORT and MOSQUITO.

EPARE FUNNY AIRPORT MOSQUITO

F - © H



ENDPOINTS

* Single movements are called uninflected motion and they tend to indicate a verb.
* Double movements, or repetitive motions are often used for nouns.

* [hree or more movements, or continuous motions, are usually with action verbs.

O One motion, usually a verb

( ) Two motions, usually a noun

® o o Three motions or more, usually a reptitive action



DINE MOTIOS

OOOOOO



VO MOHNORE

<

OOOOOO



BIREE OR MORE MO FICHSS

WORK FAST STUDY HARD

b @ Q[D



DIACRITIC MARKS WITH ENDPOINTS

Diacritic marks are used in written ASL to indicate wrist and digit motion. Endpoints
can be added to diacritic marks to represent repeated motions.

BALTIMORE PORTLAND NECESSARY, NEED



ERE EXAMETES

START CAR START CAR START CAR
(attempting) (struggling)

b b b



I ER | AREE: MOVEMEN & i
AND MORPHS

The movement line indicates the directions of signs. The line acts as a
track and the endpoint shows where the motion Is going.

AL

AR

Directional



For up-down and left-right movements, use any front
locative mark and line with a dot at the end.




For forward-backward movements, use any side
locative and line with a dot at the end.
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EAATTPEES

NORTH SOUTH EAST WEST Fremont, CA Staunton, VA

O I I1)”
O

A balloon propelled by escaping An annoying fly zipping around.

air before falling to the ground.
f %



I HER MO IO

The dot between two lines indicates a meeting point of two digits.

i % e

A dash on the line indicates the split of two digits,
moving away from each other.

SEPARATE OPPOSITE



ALTERNATING MARK




L M ORIEN TATION ARSES
MOVEMENT LINE COMBINATION

fg fé‘ } B



O 1 HON MOREE




BIATIONARY MORERS

A light flashes once
Stationary morphs do

not move in space. J\D
They are anchored In @ @
one spot. A stationary

REEROES Eitten Wwith. T T e i e e

a dot underneath the
movemeﬂt |iﬂe. A light flashes three times

& ') <8



AP TER FOUTS
NON-MANUAL SIGNALS

Flat Small mouth Tongue out

Puffed cheek, Puffed cheek
small mouth
-,
O J




Clenched teeth Clenched teeth, Pulled cheek Frown Smile
lips out

Pensive Pursed lips Open




EYEBROW MARKS

The WH-qguestion, the lowered eyebrows, v
s Indicated by a "“frown’ expression. . s

The yes-no, topical and rhetorical question,
the raised eyebrows, Is indicated by a
‘surprise’ expression.

/NM\

The WH-question, the lowered eyebrows, is v-
indicated by a "“frown’ expression. = E



PNOSE MARRS

The nose crinkle 1s common in ASL usage to indicate an
affirmative (yes) answer or dislike. The nose marker on the
left 1s plain and one on the right has a crinkle lines across It.



WVH-OQUES TIOINS

“FOR-FOR?”



EOMPOUND MAIKSS

OH, REALLY? WHAT, REALLY? “NO WAY” “YEAH”
(surprised with excitement)  (surprised with doubt) (upset) (affirm)
AYA V' V D

O O o o O o

C C C



A | ER FIVE: RESERVELD MASISS

Pronoun Marks



POSSESSIVE PRONOUN MARKS

YOUR, YOURS (plural) OUR, OURS
MINE HERS, HIS, T YOUR



VERB MARKS

OOOOOOOOOOOOO



FAUSE MARKS

PAUSE (end of sentence)

O

DELAYED PAUSE #1

O OO

DELAYED PAUSE #2

O




EEROCON/PEOPLE MATSES

EEEEEEEEEE




e INDICATOR MARSS

LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL



TIME PAST PRESENT FUTURE

. e

YESTERDAY TWO DAYS AGO TOMORROW TWO DAYS LATER

E



EUIAP TER B
COMPOSITION

POEM
O .. O
S— <
]
o
[
Locative mark Two morphing digits with The morphing movement is

movement line & endpoint written under or before the digits.
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FOOD

DRY

—

Note that the raised eyebrows mark 1s
placed at the beginning and the frown
eyebrows mark 1s written before CHIN.

The WHO NMS mark 1s placed at the end
of the sentence. This informs the reader
that this sentence 1s a WH question.



DEAF TWO PERSONS MEET
X ® | k ' eEsssssss—e ¢ CEEES——— ‘ Z

TRAINS STOP... THEN GO

ey | _U\Q’ OOOm.O

Three pause marks
indicate a long pause.



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

To get a complete information on ASL writing, purchase
“The Official ASL Writing Textbook' at http://aslized.org/store

http://aslized.org/writing

“}bg
The Official

oo B

http://facebook.com/ASLized Am"ﬁan Sign Language

& )

v _UU
Writing Textbook

http://instagram.com/ASLized

You

http://youtube.com/aslizedvideos

L

Email: contact@aslized.org



